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PREFACE 


The  public  are  here  prefented  with  a few  remarks 
on  a difeafe  that  has,  at  different  times,  employed  the 
pens  of  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  Aftruc,Van  Swieten, 
and  others  of  the  ableft  medical  writers  ; of  l'o  many 
indeed,  that  any  addition  to  the  publications  in  this 
way,  may,  perhaps,  by  fome  be  confidered  as  fuper- 
fluous.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  fubjedt  is  ftill  far 
from  being  exhaufted  ; for,  although  this  complaint 
has  prevailed  in  Europe  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years,  we  find  men  of  the  greateft  eminence  in  the 
profeflion  ffill  differing  in  their  opinions  concerning 
its  nature,  and  in  their  methods  of  treating  it ; and, 
I flatter  myfelf,  that  the  obfervations  I am  about  to 
offer  on  it  will  add  fome  what  to  the  flock  of  our  know- 
ledge on  this  head,  by  pointing  out  fome  errors  that 
have  hitherto  been  too  generally  adopted,  and  by  fa- 
cilitating the  means  of  cure  in  a difeafe  which  is  but 
too  often  intruded  to  charlatans  and  ignorant  adven- 
turers, although  no  diforder  requires  more  anatomical 
and  medical  (kill.  For  we  may  venture  to  aflert, 
that  unlefs  the  pra&itioner,  to  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  ftructure  of  the  parts,  adds  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  operation  of  medicines,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  adapt  his  remedies  to  the  conftitution  of 
his  patient,  and  to  vary  them  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies 
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gencies  of  the  cafe,  he  mud  be  incapable  of  con- 
ducing it  fuccefs fully.  And  yet  lb  little  are  thefe 
circumftances  attended  to,  that  we  every  day  fee  ad- 
vertifemepts  of  npftrqms  that  are  to  bp  given  ind.il- 
criminately  in  every  cafe,  and  in  every  ftage  of  the 
difeafe. 

We  have  a ftriking  inftance  of  a fimilar  abfurdity 
in  the  cafe  of  Keyfer’s  pills.  This  remedy,  under 
• certain  circumftances,  is  known  to  be  of  conliderable 
efficacy ; but  in  many  inftances  it  will  be  found  in- 
adequate to  the  cure,  or  hurtful  to  the  patient’s  con- 
llitution,  and  of  courfe  liable  to  do  much  harm:  and 
yet,  when  this  medicine  was  firft  introduced  into  the 
French  military  hofpitals,  it  was  accompanied  with 
an  order  from  the-  minifter,  that  no  other  remedy 
Ihould  be  made  ufe  of  in  venereal  cafes.  This  regu- 
lation remained  in  force  for  feveral  years,  till,  at 
length,  the  evils  it  occafioned  became  fo  glaring, 
that  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  repeal  it;  and  the 
army  phylicians  and  furgeons  are  now  at  liberty  to 
purfue  fuch  methods  of  cure  as  they  deem  moll  eli- 
gible. 

In  the  following  little  work  I have  carefully  avoid- 
ed all  fpeculative  reafonings,  and  have  confined  my- 
felf  wholly  to  fuch  pr&ctical  cautions  and  facts  as  are 
founded  on  my  own  experience  and  attentive  obfer- 
vation.  As  I profefs  at  prefent  to  treat  only  of  go- 
norrhoea, and  fome  other  local  eftefts  of  the  venereal 
virus,  I have  contented  myfelf  with  mentioning,  in 
a few  words,  the  mercurial  preparations  that  feem  to 
be  the  belt  calculated  to  obviate  the  effects  of  ab- 
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forption,  and  to  prevent  the  blood  from  being  infec-v 
ted.  Perhaps  when  I have  more  leifure,  I may  be 
tempted  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  different  pro- 
perties of  the  feveral  preparations  of  mercury,  and, 
of  courfe,  to  extend  my  inquiries  to  the  confirmed 
lues  venerea,  the  prefent  methods  of  treating  which 
appear  to  be  in  many  refpects  defe&ive. 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

C U R E 

i 

o r 

GONORRHOEA,  &c. 


IVIany  ingenious  arguments  have  of  late  been  ad- 
vanced to  prove,  that  gonorrhoea  and  the  lues  vene- 
rea are  different  affections,  originating  from  two  dif- 
tinCt  fpecies  of  virus.  It  would  be  happy  for  man- 
kind if  this  opinion  were  well  founded  ; but,  unfor- 
tunately, every  day’s  experience  fhews  it  to  be  er- 
roneous : it  has  been,  proved  that  the  matter  of  a 
chancre  introduced  into  the  urethra  will  generate  a 
gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  difcharge  of  a gonorrhoea 
will  produce  a chancre,  bubo,  and  lues. 

I have  now  under  my  care,  a patient  who  owes 
his  prefent  complaints  of  venereal  blotches,  noCtur- 
' nal  pains,  and  other  fymptoms  of  a confirmed  lues, 
to  the  imprudent  cure  of  a gonorrhoea  by  an  aftrin- 
gent  injedlion.  In  this  patient  the  blotches  made 
their  appearance  in  about  fix  weeks  after  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  difcharge.  He  had  no  chancre,  nor 
had  he  ever  expofed  himfelf  to  the  chance  of  a frefh 
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infedion.  But  from  the  great  pain,  he  tells  me,  he 
felt  in  making  water  during  the  gonorrhoea,  and  the 
intenfe  forenefs  he  experienced  at  a fmall  fpot  in  the 
urethra,  about  half  an  inch  from  its  orifice,  as  well 
as  from  a flight  ftridure  of  the  urethra,  which  he  has 
fince  laboured  under,  we  may  prefume  that  an  ac- 
tual ulceration  took  place,  and  occafioned  an  abforp- 
tion  of  the  virus. 

Not  long  ago  I was  confulted  by  a gentlemafi, 
who,  about  two  months  before,  had  contraded  a 
gonorrhoea.  The  difcharge  was  yellowifh,  and  in  con- 
fiderable  quantity,  accompanied  with  much  forenefs 
and  inflammation.  The  practitioner  he  firft  applied 
to,  recommended  venaefedion,  repeated  dofes  of  man- 
na and  (alts,  and  a cooling  regimen.  After  ten  or 
twelve  days,  when  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  be- 
gan to  abate,  he  took  large  dofes  of  balfam  of  copai- 
va,  and  ufed  an  injedion  which  conflantly  occafion- 
ed a violent  fmarting  pain  in  the  urethra.  In  about 
eight  days  more,  the  running  ceafed,  and  he  went 
into  the  country,  thinking  himfelf  well;  but  it  was 
not  long  before  he  felt  a painful  enlargement  of  the 
glands  in  his  right  groin,  and  at  the  time  he  firft: 
wrote  to  me,  had  ulcerated  tonfils.  I could  add  o- 
ther  fimilar  cafes  that  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob- 
fervation,  but  thefe  two  feem  to  be  fufficient  to  prove 
that  the  matter  of  a gonorrhoea  abforbed  and  carried 
into  the  fyftem,  may  generate  all  the  fymptoms  of  a 
confirmed  lues  venerea.  In  order  for  it  to  do  this, 
however,  it  is  perhaps  necefiary  (though  this  is  by 
no  means  certain)  that  it  fliould  be  taken  up  from 

an  ulcerated  furface  ; and  there  are  many  pradition- 
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ets,  of  no  inconfiderable  eminence,  who  deny  (hat 
any  fuch  ulceration  is  ever  produced  in  the  urethra 
by  a gonorrhoea.  They  contend  that  the  increafed 
fecretion  in  thefe  cafes  is  exactly  limilar  to  what  hap- 
pens in  a catarrh  ; but  the  comparifon  will  by  no 
means  hold  good  ; for  in  the  latter  the  whole  mem- 
brane of  the  nofe  is  equally  irritated,  whereas  in  the 
gonorrhoea  only  particular  parts  of  the  urethra  feem 
to  be  affeded.  The  difeafe,  in  the  generality  of 
eafes,  feldom  extends  more  than  an  inch  and  a half 
along  that  canal;  and  in  many  is  confined  (at  lead;  in 
the  beginning)  to  a fmall  fpot  about  an  inch  from 
the  extremity  of  the  glans.  The  difeharge  is  pro- 
duced from  that  part  of  the  urethra  where  the  pain 
is  felt,  and  the  patient,  when  he  voids  his  urine,  feels 
no  fmarting  till  it  reaches  the  inflamed  fpot ; but  as 
the  diforder  increafes,  the  inflammation  affeds  a 
greater  number  of  points  juft  in  the  fame  manner  as 
chancres  affed  different  parts  of  the  glans.  It 
might  be  fuppofed  that  difledion  would  at  once  clear 
up  this  matter,  and  put  an  end  to  the  difpute,  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.  I have  feen  feveral 
urethras  opened  in  perfons  who  had  a gonorrhoea  at 
the.  time  of  their  death ; in  three  of  them  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urethra,  as  in  the  cafes  related  by  Mor- 
gagni*, appeared  for  fome  way  down  of  a flight  red 
colour,  and  in  all  of  them  was  covered  with  mucus, 
but  without  any  appearance  of  ulceration,  except  in 
two  difledions,  at  Paris,  in  which  nioft  of  the  gen- 
tlemen prefent  were  convinced  they  faw  evident 
marks  of  it.  We  examined  the  urethras  carefully 
with  a lens,  but  I own  that  the  appearances  were  to 

me 
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me  not  fufficiently  fatisfadory  to  enable  me  to  de- 
cide with  certainty  oil  the  fubjed.  On  the  other 
hand,  I have  met  with  feveral  inftances  myielf,  and 
have  feen  others  in  the  collections  of  different  anato- 
mifts,  of  urethras  that  afforded  evident  marks  of  ci- 
catrices from  ulcers  formerly  exifling  in  that  canal. 
And  when  we  confider  that  the  difcharge  in  a go- 
norrhoea is  fometimes  tinged  with  blood,  and  that 
when  this  happens,  a little  blood-veffel  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  ruptured  ; I think  we  can  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  that  an  ulceration  may,  and  fometimes 
does  happen  in  thefe  cafes  ; efpecially  as  we  ofteri 
obferve  an  excoriation  near  the  orifice  of  the  urethra. 
It  is  certain,  that  wherever  there  is  confiderable  in- 
flammation, there  will  be  danger  of  ulceration.  Be- 
fides,  from  a neglected  or  badly  treated  gonorrhoea, 
-we  often  fee  fiftulas  in  perinaeo,  and  other'  ulcers  of 
the  urethra  penetrating  through  its  fubftance,  and 
affording  a paffage  to  the  urine.  And  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  flight  ulcerations  of  this  canal  often 
occur,  and  are  afterwards  perfedly  obliterated,  in  a 
limilar  manner  to  what  happens  to  the  papilla;  of 
the  tongue,  the  tonlils,  & c.  Such  an  obliteration 
will  the  more  readily  take  place  in  a • part  like  the 
urethra,  defended  with  mucus,  and  not  expofed  to 
the  air,  which  is  known  to  have  no  little  effed  in 
hardening  a cicatrix. 

Perhaps,  all  things  confidered,  the  mofl  rational 
idea  we  can  form  of  the  caufes  and  phenomena  of 
this  difeafe,  will  be,  that  particles  of  the  venereal 
virus  being  blended  with  the  femen,  and  with  the 
mucus  that  oozes  from  the  urethra  during  coition, 
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may  be  drawn  up  a certain  way  into  that  canal, 
where  the  irritation  they  occafion  will  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  virulence  of  the  ipfedting  matter,  and  the 
irritability,  habit  of  body,  &c.  of  the  patient.  The 
confequences  of  this  irritation  will  be  inflammation 
and  an  increafed  fecretion  of  mucus,  and  fo  far  the 
complaint  will  be  local.  But  now  and  then  it  will 
happen,  as  in  other  inflammations,  that  ulceration 
will  take  place,  and  expofe  the  patient  to  the  dan- 
ger of  a conftitutional  infection.  Nay,  we  are  not 
certain,  as  I have  already  obferved,  but  this  may 
happen  without  ulceration.  Draftic  purges  are 
knowm  to  be  great  promoters  of  abforption,  and  I 
have  met  with  fonie  inftances  of  lues  venerea,  which 
feemed  to  be  owing  to  the  imprudent  ufe  of  fuch  re- 
medies in  a previous  gonorrhoea. 

/ 

\ • ^ 

Nothing  can  be  more  variable  than  the  period  at 

which  the  difeafe  makes  its  appearance  after  infec- 
tion. Perhaps  at  a medium  we  may  place  it  between 
the  fourth  and  fourteenth  day ; but  in  fome  cafes  it 
happens  within  four  and  tw'enty  hours,  and  in  o- 
thers,  not  before  the  end  of  five,  or  even  fix  weeks: 
neither  of  thefe  extremes,  however,  is  common. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  in  men,  are  com- 
monly a fenfation  at  the  end  of  the  penis  not  unlike 
a flea-bite,  together  with  a fulnefs  of  the  lips  of  the 
urethra,  and  fome  degree  of  tenfion  in  the  penis, 
the  urinary  canal  feeling  as  if  tightened,  and  the 
urine  flowing  in  a fmall  and  unequal  ftream  : a little 
whitifli  mucus  is  to  be  feen  about  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  and  oozing  from  it  when  fliglitly  prefled, 
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, -,llv  if  the  nreffure  is  made  on  the  fpot  where 
Specially  It  theP  The  difcharge  foon  increafes 

.herorenerstsmoft  ^.  according  to 

in  quantity,  and  vanes  m fen- 

the  detrree  of  inflammation.  The  patient  iee 

“ . Sf.  , w train  in  evacuating  his  unne,  par  - 

fation  of  heat  and  pa  urethra,  and  above 

ticularly  at  certain  fpot  J £ ereaions 

to  XfhetS ea  from  the  Aimulus,  particularly 

nt  warm  It  bed,  occafion  adidonionorcurvature 

f the  nenis  attended  with  exquilite  pai  . 
the  inflammation  is  violent,  the  S^appean  turned 
and  tranfparent,  the  tenfion  extends  through  the 
whole  of  the  penis,  the  perineum  is  affed.d  J 
fwelling  and  rednefs,  and  even  the  loins,  buttocks, 
and  anus,  fympathixe  and  afTord  a very  unea  y fen- 

fation.  Sometimes  the  prepuce  inflames  about  t 

end  of  the  penis,  and  cannot  be  drawn  back,  occa- 
fioning  what  is  called  a phymojis;  at  others,  as  in  the 
SSU.  it  remains  in  an  inflamed  flare  be  ow 
the  glans,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  forwards, 
tf  the  ftriflure  and  inflammation  are  violent,  may 
terminate  in  gangrene.  Now  and  then  efpecial  y 
when  there  is  a phymof.s,  we  may  perceive  a hard 
chord  extending  along  the  back  of  the  penis  l h 
is  an  inflamed  lymphatic,  and  may  be  conhdered 

a prelude  to  a bubo. 


Ik  mild  cafes,  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  as  we  have 
obferved,  is  in  the  urethra,  not  far  from  its  orifice  , 
but  it  frequently  happens  that  the  virus  infinuates 
itfelf  much  higher  up  fo  as  to  affed  Cowper’s  glands, 
the  proftate,  and  parts  very  near  to  the  neck  of  the 

bladder.  T 
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Tn  tk0geae‘fyky  of  cafes,  the  inflammation  goes 
on  increafing  for  feveral  days,  commonly  for  a week 
ol  a fortnight : after  which  che  fymptoms  begin  to 
abate,  and  the  running,  when  left  toitfelf,  gradually 
leflens  in  quantity,  and  becomes  whiter  and  thicker, 
! till  it  at  length  totally  flops.  The  colour  of  the’ 
mucus,  however,  is  by  no  means  a certain  guide  in 
ihefe  cafes,  for  in  many  patients  it  is  of  a yeliowifh, 
and  fometimes  of  a greenifh  hue  to  the  very  laft  ; 
but  m general  it  becomes  more  confident  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  difeafe. 

In  women,  the  parts  of  generation  being  fewer 
and  more  Ample,  the  difeafe  is  lefs  complicated  than 
in  men.  Sometimes  the  vagina  only  is  affedled,  and 
when  this  happens,  the  fymptoms  are  very  trifling  • 
but  in  geneial  it  comes  on  with  an  itching  and  fen- 
fation  of  heat  as  in  the  other  fex,  and  is  attended 
with  inflammation  of  the  nymphae,  infide  of  the  la- 
' bias,  clitoris,  caruncuke  myrtiformes,  the  orifice,  and 
fometimes  the  whole  of  the  meatus  urinarius.  Very 
often  the  deep-feated  glands  of  the  vagina  are  affec- 
ted, and  it  is  fometimes  difficult  to  diflinguifh  the 
difcharge  of  a gonorrhoea  from  that  of  a fluor  albus. 

From  this  defcription  of  the  fymptoms  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  it  will  eafily  be  perceived  that 
the  chief  curative  indications  are  to  fubdue  the  in- 
flammation, gnd  remove  the  virus  that  occafions  it. 

There  are  practitioners,  wdio,  fuppofing  that  the 
body  poflefles  powers  to  expel  the  virus,  and  that 
the  difeafe  has  a certain  period  to  run,  through  its 
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ieveral  flages  of  progrefs,  acme,  and  decline,  are  for 
leaving  the  cure  to  nature,  or  at-leaft  content  them- 
felves  with  affifting  her  by  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
gentle  evacuations,  and  the  like. 

That  in  many  cafes  the  diforder  admits  of  a natu- 
ral cure,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; the  increafed  fe- 
cretion  of  mucus  carrying  off  the  virus  fader  than  it 
is  formed,  till  at  length  the  infection  is  wholly  re- 
moved. But  it  is  equally  certain  that  in  every  cafe, 
by  the  application  of  fuitable  remedies  to  the  inflam- 
ed part,  we  may  fhorten  the  duration  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  abridge  the  fufferings  of  the  patient  with 
the  fame  certainty  and  fafety,  as  wre  are  enabled  to 
remove  the  eflecls  of  an  ophthalmia  or  any  other  local 
inflammation,  by  proper  topical  applications.  Ge- 
neral remedies,  fuch  as  occafional  blood-letting,  a 
cooling  diet,  the  liberal  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  and 
mild  purges,  are  by  all  allowed  to  be  ufeful  and  even 
neceflary.  Aflruc  was  of  opinion  that  in  thefe  cafes 
blood-letting  ought  to  be  repeated  five  or  fix  times  ; 
and  there  are  ftill  many  practitioners  w'ho  depend 
much  on  repeated  evacuations  of  this  fort  for  a re- 
moval of  the  inflammation.  But  there  is,  perhaps, 
not  one  cafe  in  ten  in  w'hich  it  is  at  all  requifite;  and 
this  fmall  number  of  cafes  will  confifl:  only  of  the 
firong  and  plethoric  ; in  fuch,  when  the  chordee  is 
frequent  and  painful,  and  the  pulfe  hard  and  full, 
the  lofs  ol  from  eight  to  twelve  ounces  of  blood  will 
be  beneficial,  but  it  will  be  feldom  neceflary  to  re- 
peat the  operation.  The  inflammation  in  thefe  cafes 
is  kept  up  by  the  local  fiimulus  of  the  virus  and  the 
urine,  and  all  that  we  can  expect  from  venaefection 
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is  to  moderate  the  pain  and  the  frequency  of  erection. 
In  perfons  of  a delicate  habit,  and  of  an  irritable  fibre, 
the  evacuation  will  do  no  good,  but,  if  repeated, 
will  certainly  be  liable  to  do  harm,  by  increafing  ir- 
ritability, and  of  courfe  rendering  the  patient  more 
fufceptible  of  the  ftimulus. 
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The  utility  and  even  the  neceffity  of  a cooling  re- 
gimen are  fufficiently  obvious ; wine  and  fpirituous 
liquors,  fpiceries,  a fifh  diet,  much  animal  food,  and 
falted  and  high  feafoned  diflies  of  every  fort  will  con- 
ftantly  add  to  the  complaint.  The  patient  fliould 
eat  meat  only  once  a day,  and  even  then  fparingly. 
He  fhould  abftain  from  hot  fuppers.  Milk,  mild  ve- 
getables, and  fruit,  fliould  conftitute  the  principal 
part  of  his  diet  while  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
continue.  Every  thing  that  tends  to  excite  the  ve- 
nereal imagination  fliould  be  ftudioufly  avoided,  for 
whatever  promotes  erections  of  the  penis  will  increafe 
the  inflammation,  and  of  courfe  add  fuel  to  the  di- 
feafe  For  the  fame  reafons  much  walking,  or  rid- 
ing on  horfeback,  will  be  hurtful,  from  the  irritation 
kept  up  in  the  perimeum  by  fuch  means.  \ mlent 
exercife  of  any  kind,  or  any  thing  that  is  liable  to  in 
creafe  the  heat  and  momentum  of  the  blood,  will  ot 
courfe  be  improper. 


Thi  drinking  freely  of  mild,  cooling,  mucilaginous 
iquors,  fuch  as  linfeed  tea,  orgeat,  whey,  milk  and 
eater,  almond  emulfion,  and  the  like,  will  be  ex. 
remely  ufeful,  by  diluting  the  urine,  and  prevut  - 
nK  its  falls,  from  Simulating  the  urethra.  When 
■he  heat  and  pain  in  making  water  are  very  con  ’ 
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Table,  mucilaginous  fubftances  are  found  to  have  the 
beft  effedt,  particularly  the  gum  tragacanth.  It  is  a 
common  practice  to  give  equal  doles  of  this  gum  or 
gum  Arabic,  and  nitre,  and  to  diffolve  nitre  in  the 
patient’s  drink,  with  a view  to  lelTen  the  inflamma- 
tion. But  in  thefe  cafes,  nitre  is  always  improper; 
it  is  known  to  be  a powerful  diuretic,  its  chief  adtion 
being  upon  the  urinary  paflages,  fo  that  the  Annul  us 
it  occafions  will  only  ferve  to  increafe  the  evil  it  is 
intended  to  alleviate.  Cream  of  tartar,  on  account 
of  its  diuretic  quality,  will  be  equally  improper.  Our 
view  here  is  not  to  promote  a preternatural  flow  of 
urine,  for  the  virus  being  infoluble  in  water,  cannot 
be  wafhed  away  by  fuch  means ; but  our  object  ought 
to  be,  to  render  the  urine  that  is  fecreted  as  mild  and 
as  little  flimulating  as  poflible. 

Mild  purges,-  which  eonftitute  another  material 
part  of  the  general  remedies,  are  no  doubt  extremely 
ufeful  when  exhibited  with  prudence,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  the  abufe  of  purgative  medicines  in  this 
difeafe  has  been  produdlive  of  numerous  evils.  For- 
merly it  was  a pretty  general  practice  to  give  a large 
dole  of  calomel  at  bed  time,  three  or  four  times  a 
week,  and  to  work  it  off  the  next  morning  with  a 
ftrong  dofe  of  the  pilules  cocci ce,  or  fome  other  draftic 
purge.  This  method  wras  perfevered  in  for  feveral 
weeks,  and  as  the  conftant  effect  of  a violent  draltic 
purge  is  to  promote  abforption,  from  every  cavity, 
the  venereal  virus  was  frequently  carried  into  the 
fyftem,  and  produced  a confirmed  lues ; or,  if  the 
patient  efcaped  this  evil,  he  at  leaft  found  himfelf 
troubled  with  an  obftinate  gleet,  and,  perhaps,  his 

conftitution 
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conditution  materially  injured:  the  effea  of  fuch  a 
toiethod  being  (efpecially  in  irritable  habits)  to  weak' 
en  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  hypochondriacal  complaints.  Violent  purging 
like  wile  often  occafions  ftrangury,  hernia  humoralis 
and  other  troublefome  fymptoms.  Now  that  we  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  dodlrine  of  abforption,  this 
abfurd  practice  'is  very  defervedly  fallen  into  difre- 
pute ; for  furely  no  man,  who  is  converfant  with  a- 
natomy,  will,  at  this  time  of  day,  attempt  to  dil- 
charge  the  virus  of  a gonorrhoea  by  ftool,  when  he 
knows  that  it  mull  firft  be  taken  up  by  the  lympha- 
tics, and  carried  into  the  circulation ; and  yet  ft  range 
as  it  may  feem,  fuch  is  our  attachment  to  old  cuf- 
toms,  that  we  ftill  every  now  and  then  meet  with 
cafes  in  which  this  pernicious  method  has  been  a- 
dopted. 

The  purges  employed  in.thefe  cafes  ftiould  be  gen- 
tle ; fuch  as  Rochelle  fait,  manna,  foluble  tartar, 
and  the  like.  They  ftiould  be  given  only  in  a dofe 
fufficient  to  procure  two  or  three  ftools,  and  be  re- 
'peated  only  every  two  or  three  days.  The  daily  ufe 
of  the  purgative  eledaries  that  are  ftill  given  by  fome 
practitioners,  ferves  only  to  keep  up  a continual  ir- 
ritation on  the  bladder,  and  ol  courfe  to  prolong  the 
inflammation. 

The  topical  remedies  that  are  tifed  confift  chiefly 
of  different  forts  of  injections,  the  ingredients  of 
which  are  extremely  various,  but  their  modes  of  o- 
peration  may  in  general  be  referred  to  their  mucila- 
ginous and  fedative,  or  to  their  detergent,  ftimulat- 

ing 
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5ng,  and  aftringent  qualities.  In  the  hands  of  tkil- 
ful  practitioners,  great  advantages  may  doubtlefs  be 
derived  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies ; but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  improper  and  unfeafonable  admini- 
ft ration  of  them  may  prove  a fource  of  irreparable 
mifchief  to  the  patient. 

We  know  that  mucilaginous  and  oily  injections 
will  tend  to  allay  the  local  inflammation  ; and  that  a J 
fedative  injection,  fuch  as  a folution  of  opium,  will  j 
leflen  the  irritability  of  the  parts,  and  of  courfe  pro- 
duce a fimilar  effeCt : the  utility  of  fuch  applications 
is  therefore  fufficiently  obvious. 

* 

A detergent  injection,  or  one  that  will  ail  upon 
the  mucus  of  the  urethra,  increafe  the  difcharge  of 
it,  wafli  it  away,  and  with  it  the  venereal  virus,  that 
is  blended  with  it,  can  only  be  ufed  as  a prophylac- 
tic before  the  fymptoms  of  infection  have  made  their 
appearance.  A folution  of  cauftic,  properly  diluted, 
will  anfvver  this  purpofe,  and  I have  frequently  re- 
commended it.  But  great  circumfpection  is  necefla- 
ry  in  the  ufe  of  this  kind  of  injection.  If  it  be  too 
weak,  it  can  be  of  no  efficacy;  and  if  it  be  too  ftrong, 
it  may  prove  dangerous  to  the  patient.  I once  faw 
a luppreffion  of  urine  brought  on  by  the  improper 
ufe  of  an  injection  of  this  kind.  When  the  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  have  once  made  their  appearance, 
the  ffimulus  of  fuch  an  injection  mult  be  extremely 
hazardous.  Excoriation  of  the  urethra  has,  I fear, 
but  too  often  been  produced  by  remedies  of  this  fort 
in  the  hands  of  adventurous  and  unlkilful  practition- 
ers. 
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IVhile  the  inflammation  of  the  urethra  continues; 
every  thing  that  ftimulates  it  muft  be  hurtful.  If 
the  injedion  excites  a painful  fenfation  in  the  ure- 
thra, as  is  but  too  often  the  cafe,  it  will  be  liable  to 
produce  fwelling  of  the  teflicles,  difficulty  in  making 
water,  excoriation,  and  other  effeds  of  increafed  in- 
flammation : if,  by  its  aflringency,  the  running  is 
checked  before  the  virus  that  excited  the  difeharge 
is  properly  fubdued,  the  patient  will  be  expofed  to 
all  the  dangers  of  a confirmed  lues,  and,  perhaps,  to' 
a variety  of  local  complaints,  fuch  as  obftrudions  of 
the  urethra,  and  abfeefles  in  perinax>,  which  are  well 
known  to  be  fometiines  owing  to  applications  of  this 
fort  improperly  managed. 

• > \ * 

When  the  inflammation  has  fubfided,  gently  fti- 
mulating  and  aftringent  injedions  may  be  ufed  with 
fafety,  and  with  confiderable  advantage ; for  as  the 
inflammation  is  at  firft  excited  by  the  Aim  ulus  of  the 
venereal  virus,  fo  when  the  former  begins  to  leflen, 
we  may  be  allured  that  the  adivity  of  the  latter  has 
abated  in  proportion ; and,  in  general,  when  the  in- 
flammatory fymptoms  are  entirely  removed,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  mucus  is  no  longer  of  an  infedi- 
ous  nature,  but  is  merely  the  effed  of  an  increafed 
fecretion,  and  of  relaxation.  Mild  afiringents  will 
therefore  ferve  to  brace  and  ftrengthen  the  veflels 
fecreting  mucus,  and  in  this  way  will  leflen  the  dif- 
eharge, and  greatly  promote  the  cure.  It  is  certain 
that  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  a gonorrhoea, 
which  if  treated  by  internal  remedies  alone,  would 
continue  five  or  fix  weeks,  or  longer,  may,  when 
judicioufly  treated  with  injedions,  be  cured  in  a 
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fortnight,  and  very  often  in  lefs  time.  The  great 
aim,  therefore,  of  the  practitioner,  ought  to  be  at 
firft  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  injections  only,  as  will  tend 
to  lubricate  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  to  coun- 
teract and  deftroy  the  ftimulus  of  the  viris ; as  the- 
inflammation  abates  he  may  add  fome  gently  aftrin- 
gent  preparation  to  a mucilaginous  and  fedative  in- 
jection, taking  care  that  its  aftringency  be  fuited  to 
the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and  to  the  irritability  of  the 
of  the  patient.  Amongft  a great  variety  of  fub- 
ftances  mercury  in  different  forms  is  one  of  thofe 
that  is  the  moft  frequently  employed  in  injections. 
All  thefe  mercurial  injections  have  more  or  lefs  of 
aftringency,  and  it  is  folely  to  this  property  that  we 
are  to  afcribe  their  effeCts ; for  the  idea  of  their  cor- 
recting the  venereal  virus  was  originally  introduced, 
and  has  been  continued,  upon  miftaken  principles. 

Calomel,  mixed  with  the  mucus  difcharged  in  a 
gonorrhoea,  has  no  more  power  in  deftroying  the  in- 
fectious properties  of  that  mucus  than  ceruffe  or  any 
other  preparation  would  have.  A diluted  folution  of 
fublimate  injeCted  into  the  urethra,  will  like  a folu- 
tion of  verdigris,  or  blue  vitriol,  or  any  other  ftyp- 
tic,  conftringe  the  mouths  of  the  lacunae ; but  this 
is  all  that  it  will  do,  for  it  will  never  leffen  the  in- 
fectious nature  of  the  virus.  The  fame  thing  may 
be  obferved  of  crude  mercury  extinguifhed  by  means 
of  mucilage,  or  of  mercurial  unction  blended  with 
the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  which,  when  thrown  up  in- 
to the  urethra,  will  aCt  nearly  in  the  fame  manner 
as  balfam  of  copaiva,  or  any  other  ftimulating  injec- 
tion. For  the  truth  is,  that  mercury  has  no  power 

C 2,  over 


over  the  venereal  virus,  until  it  has  been  introduced 
into  the  body,  and  undergone  certain  changes,  with 
fc  which  we  are,  and  probably  ffiall  for  ever  remain, 
tl  unacquainted.  The  local  application  of  mercury 
tl  can,  therefore,  have  no  other  effedls  than  what  it 
pi  derives  from  its  Simulating  and  aftringent  properties ; 
w for  the  mercury  not  being  abforbed  in  the  urethra, 
fk  of  courfe  cannot  be  carried  into  the  fyflem ; and  even 
cl.  if  it  could,  the  quantity  that  would  be  introduced 
is  in  this  way  would  be  too  minute  to  be  of  any  effica- 
all  cy.  I wifh  to  have  it  underftood,  however,  that  I 
a i do  not  mean  to  explode  the  ufe  of  mercurial  prepa- 
th<  rations  in  injections,  but  only  the  principles  on  .which 
kn  they  have  hitherto  been  ufed;  for  I have  frequently 
for  found  the  ftimulus  of  calomel  of  confiderabie  effica- 
cy; and  in  women,  when  the  vagina  only  was  af- 
■ 1 fected,  I have  often,  after  waffiing  the  parts  well, 
mu  fucceeded  in  the  cure  by  rubbing  them  repeatedly 
fafe  with  mercurial  ointment, 
infi, 

veil  As  the  gonorrhoea  is  fo  often  a local  affection,  it 
we  may  be  imagined,  perhaps,  that  the  internal  ufe  ot 
abai  mercury  is  unneceflary  towards  the  cuie.  I have, 
flair  indeed,  very  often  removed  this  complaint  without 
be  f having  recourfe  to  mercurials.  1 have  likewife  fome- 
ous  times  met  with  patients  whofe  general  health  has 
fecrebeen  greatly  impaired  by  a long  continued  ufe  of 
there  mercury  in  fucli  cafes,  while  the  original  difeafe,  the 
fecre  gonorrhoea,  was  rendered  much  worfe  by  it.  In 
charjfome  it  degenerated  into  a gleet,  that  was  cured  with 
that  extreme  difficulty  ; in  others  it  brought  on  a variety 
whiclof  diftreffing  fymptoms.  In  cafes  of  gonorrhoea, 
contiitherefore,  whenever  I have  adminiftered  mercury,  it 
judici  *iai 
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has  not  been  with  a view  to  expedite  the  cure,  but 
merely  to  obviate  the  danger  of  abforption.  When 
the  infection  has  been  apparently  flight,  and  the  in- 
flammation and  other  fymptoms  inconfiderable,  I 
have  ventured  to  proceed  without  the  afiiftance  of 
mercury,  efpecially  if  the  patient  was  of  a wreak,  re- 
laxed, and  irritable  habit,  likely  to  be  injured  by 
mercurial  medicines.  On  the  other  hand,  whenever 
the  difcharge  was  violent,  the  inflammation  confix 
derable,  or  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  high  up  in  the 
urethra,  I have  conftantly  judged  it  advifable  to 
give  mercurials,  in  fmall  dofes,  and  in  fuch  forms 
as  feemed  the  bell  adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient. 

# 

The  mercurial  pill  of  the  London  Difpenfatory,  on 
account  of  the  turpentine  that  enters  into  its  com- 
pofition,  will  fometimes  pafs  through  the  body  un- 
diflolved,  and  of  courfe  can  then  be  of  no  ufe ; but 
when  the  mercury  is  extinguifhed  by  means  of 
honey,  and  made  into  pills,  in  the  manner  directed 
in  the  laft  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 
it  becomes  as  mild,  and  perhaps  as  efficacious  a pre- 
paration as  any.  I have  even  feen  venereal  fymp- 
toms give  way  to  it,  that  had  refilled  a long-conti- 
nued ufe  of  the  corrofive  fublimate.  Its  efficacy  will 
depend  on  its  not  irritating  the  bowels,  and  fo 
palling  off  by  flool ; care  mull  likewife  be  taken  to 
prevent  it  from  affe&ing  the  mouth. 

Of  the  chemical  preparations  of  mercury  the  mild- 
efl  and  leaft  irritating  is  calomel.  It  may  be  given 
from  gr.  i .//.  to  gr.  iii.  at  bed  time,  occafionally  ijiter- 

pofing 
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pofing  a mild  purgative  to  prevent  it  from  falivating; 
but  in  general  I prefer  the  mercurial  pill  prepared 
in  the  manner  juft  now  mentioned. 

When  there  is  no  chancre  or  bubo,  no  appear- 
ance, in  Ihort,  that  the  infection  is  likely  to  be  car- 
ried into  the  fyftem,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  ad- 
minifter  corrofive  fublimate,  mercurius  calcinatus, 
or  any  other  of  the  more  acrid  preparations  of  mer- 
cury. 


I SHALL  content  myfelf  with  the  above  obferva- 
tions  on  the  general  treatment  of  the  gonorrhoea,  and 
lhall  now  offer  fome  few  remarks  on  particular  fymp- 
toms,  and  after-complaints,  that  accompany  or  fol- 
low that  particular  effed  of  the  venereal  virus  when 
it  is  in  any  violent  degree,  or  has  been  injudicioufly 
treated  : thefe  are  hernia  humoralis,  chordee,  bubo, 
phymofis,  and  paraphymofis,  chancres,  ftridures  of 
the  urethra,  and  gleets.  I fhall  fay  fomething  o 
each  of  thefe  in  the  order  in  which  I have  placed 

them. 

SECTION  I. 


Hernia  Humoralis . 

The  hernia  humoralis,  or  fwelled  tefticle,  as  it  is. 
commonly  called,  has  been  ufually  fuppofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  a tranllation  of  the  morbific  matter  to 
the  tefticle,  from  a too  fudden  ftoppage  of  the  d,l- 
charge  of  a gonorrhoea.  Aftrnc,  and  even  M.  Fab'e 
one  of  the  lateft  French  writers  on  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  confider  it  in  this  light,  and  ftyle  it  “ chaude 
pifle  tombe'e  dans  les  bourfes But  there  are  no 
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pafiages  by  which  the  matter  can  pafs  in  this  retro- 
grade manner  to  the  tefticle.  If  it  were  taken  up 
by  abforbent  veffels,  it  muft  be  carried  to  the  groin, 
and  produce  a bubo;  and  if  the  fwelling  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  matter’s  being  conveyed  into  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  thus  affedting  the  tefticle,  this  gland,  as 
being  the  fecreting  organ,  would  be  the  firft  difeafed. 
But  the  fadt  is,  that  this  fwelling,  which  by  the  bye 
is  one  of  the  moll  troublefome  of  the  fymptoms  that 
are  occafionally  produced  by  a gonorrhoea,  is  mere- 
ly the  effect  of  irritation,  and  of  increafed  inflamma- 
tion. When  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  only  a lit- 
tle way  within  the  urethra,  this  complaint  rarely 
occurs ; but  when  the  inflammation  extends  high  up, 
fo  as  to  affect  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  near 
the  mouths  of  the  feminal  dudts,  then  the  inflamma- 
tion fometimes  extends  to  the  bottom  of  the  tefticle, 
and  by  flopping  the  orifice  of  the  vas  deferens,  pre- 
vent the  femen  from  being  carried  into  the  veficulae; 
accordingly  we  conftantly  find  that  the  fwelling  be- 
gins at  the  vas  deferens,  and  proceeds  backwards 
through  the  epididymis  to  the  tefticle.  In  the  great- 
er number  of  cafes,  however  the  inflammation  is  con- 
fined to  the  vas  deferens  and  epididymis;  the  tefticle 
itfelf  being  feldom  affedted.  So  little  connedtion  has 
it  with  the  difeharge  from  the  urethra,  that  we  fome- 
times fee  it  come  on  during  the  continuance  of  the 
running.  In  the  greater  number  of  cafes  it  is  brought 
on  by  intemperance  in  drinking;  by  violent  exercife, 
particularly  riding  on  horfeback  ; by  catching  cold  ; 
or  by  indulgence  in  venery.  That  it  is  the  effedl  of 
irritation,  appears  from  its  having  been  produced  by 
the  ftimulus  of  a bougie,  and  from  its  now  and  then 
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coming  on  in  one  and  even  both  tedicles  after  the 
lateral  operation  for  the  done. 

As  this  effeCt  is  more  or  lefs  to  be  apprehended  in 
every  gonorrhoea,  and  particolarly  when  the  inflam- 
mation is  confiderable,  it  will  always  be  prudent  to 
fufpend  the  tedicles  in  a bag-trufs : if  this  precaution 
has  been  negle&ed,  it  certainly'becomes  one  of  the 
fird  objedls  of  cure  the  moment  the  difeafe  has  taken 
place : an  horizontal  podure  will  be  found  to  afford 
a dill  more  confiderable  relief,  and  when  the  inflam- 
mation is  violent,  becomes  very  effential  to  the  cure. 
It  is  in  general  neceffary  to  take  away  eight  or  ten 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm  as  foon  as  the  lwelling 
is  perceived,  and  if  the  pain  and  inflammation  do 
not  fpeedily  abate,  it  will  be  often  right  to  repeat 
the  operation,  efpecially  if  the  patient  is  of  a ple- 
thoric habit.  Opiates  freely  adminidered  by  the 
mouth,  and  in  clyders,  are  in  general  of  great  effi- 
cacy in  cafes  of  this  fort.  Mercurials  mud  be  care- 
fully avoided,  becaufe  the  difeafe  being  independ- 
ent of  the  virus,  and  purely  inflammatory,  they  can 
only  ferve  to  increafe  it  by  their  dimulus.  Drafiic 
purges  will  be  equally  improper  on  account  ot  the 
irritation  they  occafion  about  the  neck  oi  the  blad- 
der. Strong  vomits  are  recommended  in  thefe  cafes 
by  many  practitioners;  but  1 have  fometimes  feen 
them  do  harm  by  their  violence,  and  at  any  rate 
blood-letting  is  preferable  to  them.  Ihe  warm  bath 
will  be  found  to  have  a good  effeCt  ; hut  the  waim 
poultices  and  fomentations  that  are  ufually  applied 
to  the  ferotum,  ferve  only  to  relax  the  integuments, 
without  removing  the  caufe  of  the  dileafe.  In  gene- 


ii-al,  cold  applications,  fuch  as  cloths  dipped  in  vine- 
gar, and  frequently  renewed,  will  be  found  to  have 
the  bed  effect. 

After  a hernia  humoralis  the  epididymis  often  re- 
mains fwelled  for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  fome- 
times  for  feveral  years,  but,  in  general,  without  any 
inconvenience  or  danger  to  the  patient. 

SECTION  II. 

Chordee. 

1 he  chordee,  or  painful  and  involuntary  erection 
of  the  penis,  occafioned  by  the  dim  ulus  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  ading  on  the  inflamed  membrance  of 
the  urethra,  may  in  general  be  quieted  by  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  opiates,  and  by  fedative  injedions.  A 
grain  or  more  of  the  extradum  thebaicum,  or  a pro- 
portionate dofe  of  the  thebaic  tincture,  may  be  taken 
for  this  purpofe  at  bed-time  ; and  opium,  combined 
with  a mucilaginous  fluid,  may  be  frequently  thrown 
up  into  the  urethra,  in  order  to  leflen  the  local  di- 
mulus.  I have  likewife  fometimes  experienced  the 
good  effeds  of  leeches  applied  near  to  the  feat  of  the 
inflammation ; but  the  bed  method  is  to  obviate  the 
complaint,  by  confining  the  penis  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  prevent  eredion. 

/ 

In  general,  this  painful  affedion  is  of  longer  du- 
ration than  the  pain  and  the  heat  in  making  water  ; 
and  fometimes  we  meet  with  a complaint  of  this  fort 
that  continues  for  a confiderable  time  after  the  in- 
flammation has  entirely  fubfided,  and  after  all  the 
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other  fymptoms  of  gonorrhoea  have  difappeared.  I 
have  feen  this  ipafmodic  .chordee,  as  it  may  be  cal- 
led, go  off  and  return  at  times  for  the  fpace  of  feve- 
ral  months.  In  general,  it  gives  way  to  a liberal  ufe 
ol  the  Peruvian  bai'k  fooner  than  to  any  other  medi- 
cine ; but  I have  fometimes  feen  it  refill  every  rer 
medy,  and  at  length  go  entirely  off  by  degrees,  when 
left  to  nature. 

SECTION  III, 

Bubo. 

A bubo,  or  inflammation  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of 
the  groin,  is  now  and  then  merely  the  effedl  of  irri- 
tation, and  in  this  manner  has  been  produced  by  the 
ftimulus  of  a bougie  ; but  in  general  it  is  occafioned 
by  an  abforption  of  the  venereal  virus  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urethra,  or  from  a chancre.  The  bubo 
that  is  fuppofed  to  happen  in  confequence  of  the 
blood’s  being  tainted  with  the  lues,  if  it  does  ever 
occur,  is  at  any  rate  a very  rare  circumftance. 

As  the  inflammation  of  a bubo  advances,’  the  dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra  is  commonly  found  to  leffen. 
This  effedl  has  ufually  been  afcribed  to  a tranflation 
of  the  morbific  matter ; but  in  fuch  cafes  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  abforbed  is  probably  very  fmall,  and 
the  caufe  of  the  change  would  feem  to  be  chiefly 
owing  to  a removal  of  the  inflammation  from  the  u- 
rethra  to  the  inguinal  glands. 

When  a bubo  has  once  begun  to  form,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  generality  of  practitioners  that  its  fup- 
puration  ought  to  be  encouraged,  left,  by  difperfing 
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it,  the  matter  be  carried  into  the  fyftem,  and  To  pro- 
duce a confirmed  lues.  Only  a very  few  arguments, 
however,  are  required  to  prove,  that  this  effect  is 
much  more  likely  to  happen  by  promoting  than  by 
preventing  the  fuppuration  of  the  tumor.  A bubo, 
at  its  beginning,  may,  like  the  gonorrhoea,  be  con- 
fidered  as  a local  affedion ; it  is  occafioned  by  a mi- 
nute quantity  of  virus  irritating  the  lymphatics  lead- 
ing to  a gland,  and  the  gland  itfelf,  and  thus  pro- 
ducing inflammation.  So  far,  therefore,  it  will  be 
independent  of  the  general  habit.  By  removing  this 
inflammation,  and  promoting  an  abforption  of  the 
pus  that  may  already  be  formed  within  the  tumor, 
we  do  indeed  expofe  the  patient  to  fome  danger  of 
general  infedion;  but  this  danger  will  be  inconfider- 
able,  if  the  bubo  is  early  difeufied,  and  may  always 
be  obviated  by  the  proper  ufe  of  mercurial  remedies. 
On  the  other  hand,  what  do  we  do  by  bringing  the 
gland  to  fuppuration  ? We  expofe  the  unfortunate 
patient  to  the  certainty  of  a tedious  and  painful  pro- 
cefs,  and  to  a danger  of  infection,  which  muft  ine- 
vitably increafe  in  proportion  as  the  fuppuration  ad- 
vances; for  it  is  certain,  that  while  matter  is  forming, 
an  abforption  is  conftantly  taking  place,  and  more 
particularly  when  the  cellular  membrane  around  the 
gland  begins  to  be  affeded  ; and  when  the  matter 
comes  to  be  difcharged,  and  the  fore  begins  to  digeft, 
we  have  a large  ulcerated  furface,  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  a copious  fource  of  infection.  For  thefe  rea- 
fons  it  is  always  advifeable  to  attempt  the  difperfion 
of  tumors  of  this  fort  as  early  as  polfible.  In  order 
to  do  this,  the  ufual  pradice  is  to  rub  mercurial  unc- 
tion on  the  Ikin,  at  the  inilde  of  the  thigh,  that  the 
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mercury,  by  pafling  through  the  diieafed  gland,  may 
deftroy  the  venere.al  virus.  This  notion,  as  we  have 
already  remarked  when  fpeaking  of  injections,  is 
founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.  The  mercury 
applied  in  this  manner  adts  merely  by  its  ftimulus. 
This  ftimulus  will  often  promote  the  abforption  of 
extravafated  juices  ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will 
frequently  increafe  the  inflammation,  and  of  courfe 
haften  fuppuration,  and  promote  the  very  end  it  is 
intended  to  prevent.  The  practitioner,  therefore, 
wall  do  well  to  notice  the  effedts  of  the  undtion  when 
applied  in  this  way,  and  to  regulate  his  condudt  ac- 
cordingly. In  general,  I have  found'  cold  applica- 
tions to  the  part  of  much  greater  efficacy  than  mer- 
curial ointment,  or  any  kind  of  fomentations  or  poul- 
tices ; but  the  mod  powerful  remedies  in  fuch  cafes  are 
vomits  ; by  means  of  thefe,  I have  often  feen  buboes 
completely  difpcrfed,  even  after  matter  was  formed. 

If  the  tumor  (as  will  frequently  happen,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our  endeavours  to  prevent  it)  fuppurates, 
it  may  be  afked,  which  of  the  two  common  methods 
of  opening  it,  viz.  by  incifion  or  by  cauftic,  deferves 
to  be  preferred  ? for  upon  this  fubjecl  pradlitioners 
are  greatly  divided'.  In  order  to  determine  this  point, 
we  ought,,  in  the  flrft  place,  to  diftinguilh  between 
the  bubo  ariflng  from  Ample  irritation,  or  from  go- 
norrhcea,  and  that  which  takes  place  in  confequence 
of  abforption  from  a chancre.  The  former  if  left  to 
nature,  or  aflifted  only  by  a poultice,  will  in  general 
heal  without  any  difficulty ; or  if  it  fhould  not  be 
thought  right  to  wait  till  the  abtcefs  burfts  of  itfelf, 
a flight  opening  with  a lancet,  in  a depending  part 


<b£  the  tumor,  will  ufually  be  fufficient.  On  the; 
other  hand,  in  the  cafe  of  bubo  from  a chancre, t 
when  the  tumor  is  large  and  painful,  and  the  fup-. 
puration  has  been  tedious,  if  we  remove  the  Ikin  co-: 
vering  the  abfcefs,  by  incifion,  the  lips  of  the  ulcer 
will  generally  become  callous,  and  it  will  heal  much, 
more  flowly,  and  with  greater  difficulty  than  if  it  is* 
opened  by  means  of  a caultic.  Several  years  ago, 
I had  the  care  of  a patient,  who  had  a bubo  in  each 
groin.  Both  tumors  fuppurated  about  the  fame  time. , 
One  of  them  was  opened  by  incifion,  and  the  other 
by  cauflic.  That  which  was  opened  by  cauflic  was 
healed  in  about  half  the  time  that  was  required  to 
cure  the  other.  I have  fince  met  with  two  other 
fimilar  cafes,  in  which  the  fame  trial  was  made,  and 
with  the  fame  event.  This  proves  the  fuperiority  of 
the  cauflic  over  the  knife  in  thefe  cafes ; but  after 
all,  I have  generally  found,  that  even  in  the  cafe  of 
a bubo  from  a chancre,  when  the  patient  has  been 
of  a good  habit  of  body,  and  the  tumour  has  matu- 
rated quickly,  it  has,  when  fufFered  to  break  of  it- 
lelf,  healed  fooner  than  it  ufually  does  when  opened 
either  by  cauflic  or  incifion. 

SECTION  IV. 

Phymofis  and  Paraphymofis. 

I he  phymofis,  or  contraction  and  thickening  of  the 
prepuce,  that  prevents  it  from  being  drawn  back,  is, 
when  it  accompanies  a gonorrhoea,  conftantly  the 
effed  of  inflammation.  Incifion,  though  fo  often  re- 
commended, is  but  very  rarely  necefiary  in  this  com- 
plaint, when  it  is  properly  treated.  Topical  bleed- 
ing, by  means  of  leeches,  is  generally  very  ufeful  in 
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cafes  of  this  fort  • but  care  muft  be  taken  that  the 
leeches  do  not  touch  any  of  the  virus,  left  they  ftiould 
occafion  chancres,  and  the  lues  venerea.  The  in- 
flamed membrane  of  the  prepuce  ought  to  be  fre- 
quently cleanfed,  by  injecting  fome  mild  fluid,  fuch 
as  milk  and  water,  or  Goulard’s  vegeto-mineral 
water,  between  it  and  the  glans.  A folution  of  opi- 
um may  likewife  be  occafionally  thrown  in,  to  allay 
the  irritation.  Warm  applications  ferve  only  to  pro- 
mote an  increafed  flow  of  fluids  to  the  part,  and  of 
courfe  add  to  the  difeafe;  but  much  advantage  will 
be  deiived  rtom  cloths  dipped  in  the  vegeto-mineral 
watei  applied  to  the  penis,  and  frequently  renewed. 

In  the  paraphymofis,  the  prepuce  is  contracted 
behind  the  glans  penis,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  brought 
forwards.  In  fuch  cafes  it  forms  a ftri&ure,  which, 
if  the  inflammation  is  conliderable,  may  terminate 
in  gangrene.  The  applications  to  the  part  fhould 
be  cold,  as  in  the  cafe  of  phymofis.  By  prefling  the- 
glans  repeatedly  and  gently,  fo  as  to  promote  ab- 
forption  from  its  cavernous  cells,  we  may  leflen  its 
fize;  after  which,  by  fixing  our  nails  in  the  prepuce,, 
and  pulling  it  forcibly  over  the  glans,  we  fliall  very 
often  be  enabled  to  fucceed  in  cafes  in  which  the 
operation  would  otherwife,  perhaps,  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary.  This  method  is  fomewhat  painful, 
to  the  patient,  but  at  any  rate,  is  preferable  to  the 
knife. 

SECTION  V. 

Chancres. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  chancres  are  with- 
out doubt  at  firft  only  local  affeClions,  not  occaftoned, 
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as  many  have  fuppofed,  by  the  venereal  virus  firft 
abforbed  and  carried  info  the  habit,  and  then  thrown 
out  again  in  this  form,  but  merely  by  the  inflamma- 
tion and  ulceration  arifing  from  particles  of  matter 
applied  to  the  membranous  furface  of  the  glans  and 
prepuce.  In  this  manner  we  often  fee  them  produ- 
ced in  cafes  of  phymofis ; and  this  is  my  reafon  for 
fpeaking  of  them  in  this  work. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  the  cure  of  a 
chancre  by  topical  applications,  on  a fuppofition, 
that  if  the  ulcer  is  healed  by  fuch  means,  the  virus 
will  be  carried  into  the  blood,  and  the  patient  will 
be  in  danger  of  a conftitutional  lues.  That  this  may, 
and  fometimes  does  happen,  I am  convinced  by  fe- 
veral  ftriking  inftanees  of  lues  from  this  fource,  that 
have  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation  : but  in  thofe 
cafes,  the  chancres  had  been  large  and  fpreading, 
affording  a copious  difcharge  of  matter,  and  of  courfe 
a conflderable  abforbing  furface : they  had  likewife 
been  improperly  healed,  and  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing infedlion  had  been  negledled  : for  the  fact  is, 
that  if  we  apply  mercurial  ointment,  or  any  other 
ftimulating  or  aftringent  fubftance,  to  a fore  of  this 
fort,  and  fo  dry  it  up,  we  muft  inevitably  infedl  the 
habit  of  the  patient;  whereas,  if  the  chancre  is  fmall, 
and  without  any  conflderable  inflammation,  and  we 
touch  it  repeatedly  with  the  lunar  cauftic,  fo  that 
the  fore  fhall  throw  off  feveral  iloughs,  and  at  length 
appear  clean  and  difpofed  to  heal,  we,  by  fuch  a pro- 
cefs,  dejlroy  the  venereal  virus,  inftead  of  repelling 
it,  and  in  this  way,  may,  in  a few  days,  remove  an 

evil 


evil  which  would  otherwife,  perhaps,  he  the  work  of 
feveral  weeks. 


When  this  method  is  adopted,  care  mud  be  taken 
that  the  cauftic  be  of  fufhcient  activity  to  produce  a 
flough  ; for  otherwife  it  will  only  ftimulate,  and  of 
courfe  ferve  to  throw  the  virus  into  the  circulation. 
At  any  rate,  however,  it  will  be  prudent  to  guard 
again!!  the  poflibility  of  the  virus  infecting  the  blood; 
and,  in  every  cafe  where  the  chancre  is  ill  condition- 
ed and  extenflve,  it  will  be  right  to  ufe  only  the  mild- 
eft  applications,  fuch  as  dry  lint,  frequent  fomen- 
tations of  warm  milk  and  water,  13  c.  and  to  trull 
the  cure  to  mercurials  given  internally  ; becaufe,  in 
fuch  a ftate,  the  inflammation  excited  by  the  cauftic, 
might  be  attended  with  danger. 

The  common  pradice  of  applying  mercurial  pre- 
parations to  thefe  ulcers,  is  founded  on  the  principles 
we  had  occafion  to  mention,  in  fpeaking  of  injec- 
tions ; but  the  blue  ointment  has  no  other  properties 
here,  than  any  other  unduous  fubftance  would  have, 
except  what  it  owes  to  its  ftimulus ; and  red  preci- 
pitate will  ad  only  as  blue  vitriol,  or  any  other  ef- 
‘charotic  would  do.  Sometimes  indeed,  when  the 
( ulcer  is  large,  fome  of  the  precipitate  may  be  abfor- 
^ bed,  and  if  the  patient  is  of  an  irritable  orfcorbutic  ha- 
t bit,’ may  affed  the  mouth  : the  dime  thing  has  hap- 
pened in  ulcers  of  the  legs  that  were  not  venereal, 
when  they  have  been  often  fprinkled  with  this  pre- 
paration. 

o Amongst  the  arguments  that  have  been  bi ought 
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again  ft  the  healing  of  chancres  by  topical  applica- 
tions, it  has  been  alledged,  that  the  Hate  of  the  ul- 
cer will  afford  us  the  beft  and  moil  latisfadory  teft 
of  the  effeds  of  mercury  on  the  fyftem.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  confider  chancres  as  the  effects 
of  internal  infedion.  They  advite  the  application 
only  of  dry  lint  to  the  fore,  and  when  it  begins  to 
heal,  conclude  that  the  virus  is  effedually  eradicated 
from  the  habit. 

This  dodrine,  at  firft  vietv,  appears  plaulible,  but 
the  following  remarks,  will,  it  is  prefumed,  prove  it 
to  be  ill  founded. 

In  the  firft  place,  as  a chancre  is  originally  a local 
afFedion,  the  fooner  ive  deftroy  the  virus  in  the  part, 
the  more  effedually  we  prevent  internal  infedion. 
'idly,  If,  inftead  of  doing  this,  we  fuffer  the  chancre 
to  continue  to  difcharge  for  feveral  weeks,  we  are 
certainly  expofmg  the  patient  to  the  danger  of  in- 
fedion during  all  that  time.  And  $dly,  This  fpon- 
taneous  healing  of  a chancre  is  fometimes  a prelude 
to  a bubo.  I remember  an  inftance  of  this  kind  in 
in  one  gentleman,  who,  having  a fmall  chancre  on 
the  glans  penis,  took  mercury  for  three  weeks,  and 
waflied  the  fore  only  with  warm  milk  and  water:  at 
the  end  of  that  time,  the  chancre  began  to  heal, 
and  the  patient  was  flattering  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  his  being  cured,  when  a bubo  began  to  make 
its  appearance  in  his  groin,  and  afterwards  fuppurat- 
ed.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  chancre  had  been  at  firft 
treated  with  cauftic,  in  the  manner  I have  juft  now 
'recommended,  abforption  and  its  confequences  would 
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probably  have  been  prevented,  .and  a proper  couife 
of  mercurials  would  have  effectually  fecuied  the  pa-  « 
tient  from  any  danger  of  internal  infection. 

SECTION  VI. 

Objlruciions  of  the  Urethra. 

Caruncles,  or  funguous  excrefcences,  were,  till  of 
late,  fuppofed  to  be  almoft  the  only  caufe  of  obdruc- 
tion  of  the  urethra  ; and  M.  - Daran  dill  pretends, 
that  they  are  the  molt  frequently  fo  of  any  : very 
gravely  affirming,  at  the  fame  time,  that  by  means 
of  his  bougie,  he  can  determine  their  fituation,  form, 
and  nature,  with  the  utmoff  accuracy,  fo  as  to  fay 
whether  they  be  round  or  oval,  or  whether  their 
edges  be  fmooth,  funguous,  or  callous. 

♦ 

I have  twice  met  with  a fmall  funguous  excre- 
fcence,  or  wart,  a little  within  the  mouth  of  the  ure- 
thra ; and  fimilar  inltances  have  occurred  to  other 
practitioners  : but,  on  the  other  hand,  fome  anato- 
mifts  of  confiderable  eminence  go  fo  far  as  to  confi- 
der  thefe  caruncles  as  purely  chimerical ; and  even 
the  celebrated  Morgagni*  informs  us,  that  riotwith- 
ftanding  the  great  number  of  urethras  he  had  in- 
fpeCted,  he  had  only  met  with  one  indance  of  a 
flefhy  excrefcence.  W e may  therefore  fafely  ven- 
ture to  affert,  that  the  exidence  of  caruncles  is  ex- 
tremely rare  : and  when  we  hear  people  talking  of 
the  frequent  cures  they  have  performed,  by  dedroy- 
ing  fuch  excrefcences,  we  may  conclude,  that  they 

♦ De  Sed.  et  Caufis  Morb.  lib.  iii.  epift.  xlii. 
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,te  very  ignorant  and  credulous  themfelves,  or  that 
they  with  to  hnpofe  on  the  credulity  of  others. 


Instead  of  caruncles,  the  obilrudion  may  be  oe- 
cafioned  by  a protuberance  of  the  fpongy  mbftance 
of  the  urethra,  when,  its  inner  membrane  haste 
much  weakened  by  the  gonorrhoea.  Goulard  fup- 
pofes  this  kind  of  obftrudion  to  be  the  moft  t'eC>U' 
of  any,  and  that  the  reafon  why  it  is  fo  feidom  - 
ticed  in  direction,  is,  that  the  caufe  which  formed 
thofe  cells  ccafing  in  death,  they  are  emptied,  fub- 
(ide,  and  afford  no  marks  of  the  complaint  Mor- 
samii  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  difeafe  from  this 
caufe:  it  is  certain,  however,  that  it  may,  and  does 
fometimes  occur,  though  rarely.  But  the  mod  ge- 
neral caufe  of  the  obftrudion  feems  to  be,  a ftncdure 
or  contraction  of  feme  part  of  the  canal.  How  this 
complaint  originates,  we  are  not  able  to  determine 
with  certainty,  but  it  would  feem  to  be  the  effed  of 
previous  inflammation  and  excoriation,  an  t e e 
cafes,  the  difeafe  is  ufually  accompanied  with  a 
vleet  ; for  the  urethra  being  enlarged  beyond  the 
fmdure,  its  irregularity  fubjeds  it  to  irritation,  and 
of  courfe  to  inflammation.  This  inflammation  be- 
tween the  ftridure  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is 
liable  to  fuppurate,  and  when  that  happens,  the 
matter,  as  in  all  other  abfcefles,  points  externally, 
but  often  opens  into  the  urethra,  and  then  the  urine 
making  its  way  into  the  abfcefs,  produces  a fiflulous 
fore,  the  firft  appearance  of  which  externally,  is  com- 
monly in  the  perninatum.  If  the  difeafe  is  neglec- 
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be,ng  the  true  fete  of  the  nature  and  progtfe 
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naturally  be  ^ ^ pradlitioner  will 

Jnauref  fflS  £ 

^dirsfanatfe&in 

bJof  cT  °f  £,he  ftriaure’  may  in  the  greater  nuirr- 
feIed  ff'\  undertaken  early,  be  eafily  ef. 

, y bringing  about  a gradual  diftenfion  of  the 
contra  died  urethra,  by  means  of  bougies.  In  pro. 

un“:°"uiSfl  " giVeS  Wa^ «°  thefe,  the 

u me  H ,„  g WI(h  freedomj  and  irritat.on 

confequent  gleet  wiU  of  courfe  leflen.  Upon  this 
p.amand  innple  principle,  of  producing  a gradual 
diftenbon  of  the  membrane,  do  a"  the  eMsoft 

ri^Pe‘lyT^  dcPenJ;  gnd,  therefore, 
f aml  111  the,r  compofition,  ought  to  be  to 
have  them  of  fufficient  firmnefe  to  be  introduced  in. 
o .be  urethra,  and  continue  there,  without  danger 
of  breaking ; and  at  the  fame  time,  fupple  enough 
to  he  ea  y in  the  paflage,  and  conform  to  the  mo- 
tions of  the  body.  They  fl.ould  likewife  be  fmooth, 
and  in  their  compofition,  perfeflly  free  from  any 
nngt  at  can  irritate.  An  extraneous  body,  fuch 
as  a bougie,  however  mild  it  may  be,  is  of  itfelf  a 
fufficient  himulus  when  lodged  in  fo  delicate  a canal 
as  the  urethra,  and  when  fuffered  to  remain  there 
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for  any  length  of  time,  will  certainly  bring  on  an  irr- 
creafed  fecretion  of  mucus.  The  pretended  fuppu- 
lation  that  follows  the  ufe  of  the  fpecific  bougies 
that  have  been  at  different  times  obtruded  on  the 
public,  is  nothing  more  than  this  fame  effect  in  a 
greater  degree  ; for  it  is  well  known,  that  fuppura- 
tion  can  never  take  place  till  there  is  an  actual  ulce- 
ration • whereas,  the  increafed  fecretion  of  mucus,* 
from  a membranous  furface,  like  the  urethra,  will 
be  proportioned  to  the  ftimulus  applied  to  it,  at  lead 
in  a certain  degree , for  if  the  ftimulus  is  ’violent, 
and  long  continued,  inflammation  and  itsconfequen- 
c;es  will  naturally  be  produced. 


It  appears  clearly,  therefore,  that  if  a bou-ie 
were  fo  be  fufficiently  ftimuiating  to  inflame  and  ex- 
coriate the  urethra,  it  muft  do  great  mifchief:  and 
yet  without  fucli  effects,  it  cannot  produce  a fuppu- 
ration,  unlefs  we  were  to  fuppofe  that  the  ftriclure 
is  occafioned  by  an  ulcer,  which  we  know  is  not  the 
cafe.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  fo  ftronglv  has  the 
notion  prevailed  concerning  the  fuppurative  effects 
ot  boug.es,  that  even  the  late  experienced  Mr. 
•Sharp  •,  though  perfuaded  that  the  idea  of  their 
operatmg  folely  in  this  way  was  ill  founded,  could 
no  fo  far  iurmount  the  prejudices  that  prevailed  on 

partly  tv  VaS  n0£  t0  all°'V  th3t  the/  Wr°Usht  a cure' 
^ ffitiaL  lTrart,IOn’  and  PanI^  **  diftenf.on. 

, f °f  atC’  WCre  not  Efficiently  aware 

d,fference  beUveen  mucus,  and  were 
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too  apt  to  confider  every  increafed  fecretion  of  the 
latter  as  the  effect  of  a fuppurative  procefs. 

When  we  have  recourfe  to  bougies,  they  fhould 
be  of  ffich  a thicknefs  as  will  juft  allow  them  to  pafs 
with  a very  little. difficulty,  and  without  giving  pain. 
The  point  of  the  bougie  ffiould  be  fra  all,  and  moiit- 
ened  with  oil,  to  enable  it  to  pafs  the  more  readily. 
It  ffiould  always  be  introduced  ilqwly,  and  with 
great  gentlenefs.  A large  bougie,  in  rough  and  un- 
lkilful  hands,  has  fometimes  been  forced  through  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra ; and  tne  late  Mr.  Shaip 
fpeaks*  of  a cafe  in  which  a bougie,  preffing  a few 
hours  every  day  againlt  the  membraneous  part  oi 
the  urethra*  made  its  way  into  the  rectum  merely  by 
its  hardnefs. 

As  the  obftrudion  gives  way,  the  fize  of  the  bou- 
gie ought  to  be  gradually  increafed,  till  the  ftridture 
is  entirely  removed.  The  length  of  time  the  bougie 
is  to  be  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  urethra,  mult  be 
regulated  by  the  feeling  of  the  patient.  At  full, 
half,  or  even  a quarter  of  an  hour  may  be  fuilicient; 
but  after  he  is  accuftomed  to  it,  it  may  remain  in 
feveral  hours  every  day.  The  rule  that  ought  chiefly 
to  be  attended  to  here,  is  not  to  irritate  the  parts  too 
much,  fo  as  to  occafion  pain  and  uneafinefs  to  the 
patient.  Whenever  inflammation  is  excited,  the 
life  of  the  bougie  mull  be  fufpended  till  the  irritation 

has  fubfided. 
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When  the  ftricture  has  been  improperly  managed, 
or  too  long  negle&ed,  fo  that  a fuppuration  has  ta- 
ken place,  we  fhould  make  an  opening,  and  give 
vent  to  the  matter  externally,  without  delay.  If  it 
has  burft  of  itfelf,  and  communicates  with  the  ure- 
thra, the  external  opening  Ihould  be  freely  dilated, 
and  recourfe  had  to  bougies,  with  a view  to  remove 
the  ftricture. 

\ 

I have  fometimes  met  with  cafes  of  ftriCture  that 
were  only  temporary,  and  feemingly  owing  to  a fpaf- 
modic  afieCtion  from  increafed  irritability.  This  fpaf- 
modic  ftricture,  like  the  fpafmodic  chordee,  generally 
gave  way  to  the  bark,  and  to  fedative  injections. 
The  bougie  likewife  was  of  fervice  in  fuch  cafes. 

I have  faid  nothing  of  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury 
in  obftruCtions  of  the  urethra,  becaufe  I am  convin- 
ced f at,  in  general,  they  are  merely  local  affeCtions ; 

' and  . hen,  as  will  now  and  then  be  the  cafe,  they 
happen  to  be  complicated  with  marks  of  a venereal 
taint,  the  ufe  of  mercury  muft  be  fufficiently  obvious. 

SECTION  VII. 

Gleet. 

I have  already  remarked,  that  a ftricture  of  the  u- 
rethra  is  commonly  accompanied  with  a gleet.  This 
complaint  is  likewife  fometimes  the  effedt  of  an  en- 
largement and  difeafed  ftate  of  the  proftate.  In 
each  of  thele  cafes,  as  the  gleet  is  the  effeCt  of  irrita- 
tion, the  cure  will  depend  on  the  removal  of  the  lo- 
cal difeafe  that  occafions  it.  But  there  is  another 

fpecies 


. gig  • w 

fpecies  of  gleet,  that  feems  chiefly  to  depend  on  re- 
laxation. It  is  in  general  free  from  infedtion,  and  is’  ■ ; v 
mofl:  frequent  in  thofe  who  have  had  long  and  fre- 
quent gonorrhoeas.  It  is  likewife  often  the  efleft  of 
a debilitated  habit,  froi;n  fevere  purging,  or  a long- 
continued  ufe  of  mercurials.  A difeharge  of  this 
kind  is  more  frequent  in  women  than  in  men  ; or, 
at  lead,  the  flu  or  albus,  after  a gonorrhoea,  will 
often  be  miilaken  for  a gleet. 

v When  there  is  no  rcafon  to  fufpecl  any  venereal 
taint,  aftringent  injections  will  be  of  the  greateft uti- 
lity. It  will  be  neceflary,  at  the  fame  time,  to  at- 
tend to  the  general  health  of  the  patient,  and  to  re- 
commend the  bark,  chalybeate  waters,  cold-bathing, 
and  fuch  other  remedies  as  will  tend  to  flrengthen 
the  fyftem.  When  there  is  no. tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, the  ’ balfarn  of  copaiva  may  be  preferibed 
with  advantage,  in  large  dofes. 

I have  twice  feen  a complaint  of  this  fort  remov- 
ed, by  applying  a blifier  to  the  perinaeum,  after  it 
had  refilled  a variety  of  remedies.  In  general,  how- 
ever, the  other  methods  I have  recommended  will 
be  fufficiept  to  cure  it  : but  fometimes  it  will  conti- 
nue for  a long  time,  in  fpite  of  all  our  endeavours  to 

check  it.  • 
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